
 
 

Following the tradition of quadri-annual general meetings of the International 
Mineralogical Association (IMA) organized by national societies, the French Society for 
Mineralogy and Crystallography will host the 23rd general meeting of the IMA in Lyon, 
France during 18-22 July 2022.  

2022 is the year to celebrate mineralogy. It marks the bicentennial of the death of 
René Just Haüy (born 1743) who is a father of modern mineralogy and crystallography. 
Two centuries ago, is also when Haüy’s Traité de mineralogy and Traité de cristallographie 
were published. Back to our days, in 2022, the last two main Mars exploration programs, 
Perseverance (Mars2020) and Huoxing 1, will just have had enough time for science 
return and post-processing. With the return of Hayabusa 2, for the first time, fragments 
of a primitive carbonaceous asteroid will be analysed.  

The 23rd meeting of the IMA will mark these celebrations. We want to paint 
IMA 2022 with the colours of space exploration. Alongside the more traditional 
mineralogists we want to inspire the new generation and make a step closer toward the 
final frontier. The meeting will bring together all the new facets of modern mineralogy; it 
will be the playground where mineralogy as we know it will meet exploratory planetology, 
and it will be the place to celebrate two centuries of mineralogy.  

Plenary lectures, union events, courses, medal ceremonies, presentations from 
funding agencies, national business meetings, and about 60 scientific sessions regrouped 
in several overarching themes:   

T1 - Extraterrestrial mineralogy 
T2 - Planetary interiors 
T3 - Minerals, systematics, gems, 

collections 
T4 - The dynamical world of minerals 
T5 - Environmental mineralogy, 

biomineralogy 
T6 - Applied, ore, and industrial 

mineralogy 
T7 - Mineralogy and petrology, 

all make a very diverse program, where 
everyone can find their usual preferred 
science, or learn new aspects, techniques, and 
views of modern mineralogy.  Particular 
attention will be paid to promote discussions 
on societal issues by proposing transversal 
symposia and sessions to address current 
challenges in ores and raw materials, energy 



and environmental sustainability, health, or cultural heritage. 
Lyon, France, is well known for the historical and architectural landmarks that 

earned it the "UNESCO World Heritage Site" prize. The city was recognized as an 
important area for the production and weaving of silk during the industrial revolution. It 
is also the city where Auguste and Louis Lumière invented the cinematograph. Today 
Lyon is a major centre for the chemical, pharmaceutical and biotech industries. And let’s 
not forget its reputation as the capital of gastronomy in France! In heart of Europe, the 
city can be very easily reached from all over the world and the Lyon Convention Centre is 
ideally situated, close to the historical centre by public transportation. 

The venue is the Lyon Convention Centre, a state-of-the-art, impressive 
convention centre featuring 25,000m² of innovative architecture and situated between the 
Rhône river and the Tête d'Or Park. 

To stay updated visit regularly the official conference website (https://ima2022.fr) 
and follow us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/IMA2022/) and twitter 
(@CongressIma).  

IMA022 is now open for registration. The deadline for abstract submission is 
fixed on April 22nd. There are 15 proposed field trips, whose registration will open in the 
following days.  

We are looking forward to seeing you in France in 2022! 
 
 

 

Mineralogy is one of the oldest branches of science, and it has played a key role in 
the deciphering of the structure of matter and in the development of science and 
technology.  

To celebrate the bicentennial of the death of René Haüy (born 1743), the 
International Mineralogical Association declared 2022 the YEAR OF MINERALOGY.  

Mineralogy 2022 is a global initiative to highlight the importance of Mineralogy 
in our everyday lives. Mineralogy 2022 will consist of coordinated activities on regional, 
national, and international levels. These activities will underline the role played by 
mineralogy as a basic science. As such, Mineralogy2022 will take place under the 
patronage of the International Year of Basic Science for Sustainable Development 
declared by the United Nations General Assembly and UNESCO.  

While the Year of Mineralogy 2022 will be launched during the 23rd General 
Meeting of the IMA, in Lyon (France), activities are promoted already starting from 
early this year.  


